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[57] ABSTRACT

A digital image differential pulse code modulation decom-

pressor for simultaneously generating, during a cycle of
operation of said decompressor, a decompressed valuefor a

plurality of selected pixels located on a diagonal of an array
of pixels. A storage stores an error value for each selected

pixel to be processed during a cycle of operation of the

decompressor. A processor simultaneously generates a
decompressed value for each selected pixel where the
decompressed value is derived from the error value for each

selected pixel and a predicted value generated by the pro-
cessor for each selected pixel. The predicted value is derived

from a predictor which is at least a second order, two
dimensional predictor.

A digital image differential pulse code modulation compres-

sor for simultaneously generating, during a cycle of opera-

tion of said compressor, a decompressed value and a
encoded quantized error value for each of a plurality of

selected pixels located on a diagonal of an array of pixels

where the encoded quantized error values will be used in
generating an image represented by said array of pixels.

15 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1

DECOMPRESSOR AND COMPRESSOR FOR
SIMULTANEOUSLY DECOMPRESSING AND
COMPRESSNG A PLURALITY OF PIXELS IN
A PIXEL ARRAYINA DIGITAL IMAGE

DIFFERENTIAL PULSE CODE
MODULATION (DPCM) SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is related to: U.S. PCT patent application
Ser. No. 07/970,308, entitled AUDIO/VIDEO COMPUTER

ARCHITECTURE,by inventors Mical et al., filed Nov.2,
1992;

U.S. PCT patent application Ser. No. 08/001,463, entitled
DIGITAL SIGNAL PROCESSOR ARCHITECTURE,
by inventor Donald M. Grey, HE, filed Jan. 6, 1993.

The related patent applicationsare all commonly assigned

with the present application and are all incorporated herein
by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a digital image compression
system and more specifically to a Differential Pulse Code
Modulation (DPCM) compression system.

2. Description of the Related Art

A typical color compressed image transmission system is
shownin FIG.1. The imageis initially recorded as an array
of pixels where each array pixel is comprised of a red pixel,

a green pixel and a blue pixel. Each red (R), green (G) and
blue (B) pixel is represented by an eight bit binary value and

stored in the RGB input image storage 10. A typical array

has the dimensions of 320 pixels by 240 pixels for a total of

76,800 pixels for each color in each image. Thus, 614,400
bits of digital data is necessary to represent each of the red
pixel array, the green pixel array and the blue pixel array.

Thus, 1,843,200 bits, or 230,400 bytes, of digital data is
necessary to represent the entire image.

The red, green and blue pixels for each pixel in the array

is converted into an eightbitYpixel, an eight bit U pixel and
an eight bit V pixel by a YUV converter 11. The typical

conversion factors used are Y=0.587G+0.299R+0.114B,

U=B-Y and V=R-Y. The YUV pixels are compressed by

data compressor 12 to reduce the number ofbits required to

store or transmit the image as an array of pixels where each
array pixel is composed of a compressed Y pixel, a com-

pressed U pixel and a compressed V pixel. Data compressor

12 contains, as shown in FIG. 2, a Y data compressor 16 to
compress the Y pixel, a U data compressor 17 to compress

the U pixel and a V data compressor 18 to compress the V
pixel.

The compressed image data is transmitted to a receiver or

read directly from a storage medium, such as a compact laser
disc, by a receiver. The receiver decompresses the com-
pressed YUV pixels by data decompressor 13. Data decom-
pressor 13 contains, as shown in FIG. 2, a Y data decom-

pressor 18 to decompress the compressed Y pixels, a U data

decompressor 18 to decompress the compressed U pixels
and a V data decompressor to decompress the compressedV

pixels. The YUV pixels are then converted into RGB pixels

by RGB convertor 14 which are then stored in RGB output
storage 15 as an array of pixels representing the original
image.

In a lossy data compression system the decompressed Y,

U and V pixels will not have the same valueas the original
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2
uncompressed Y, U and V pixels. Lossy data compression
systems are used because they allow greater compaction of
the image datawhile still providing an acceptable recreated
image.

One such lossy compression system is known as the
Differential Pulse Code Modulation (DPCM) system which
is described in detail in Chapter 9 of the text entitled
“DIGITAL IMAGE COMPRESSION TECHNIQUES” by
Majid Rabbani and Paul W. Jones, published by SPIE Press
in 1991.

FIG.3 illustrates a Y data compressor 16 used in a DPCM
system. An eight binary bit pixel value for each Y pixel of
the array is stored as one byte of data in Y data storage 21.
Aprediction value generator 26 generates a digital predicted
value for eachYpixel based on previously generated decom-
pressed values for other Y pixels in the array which have
been stored in Y decompressed data storage 25. The pre-
dicted value generated by prediction value generator 26 for
each pixel is subtracted from the pixel value of the Y pixel
stored in the Y data storage 21 to form an error value. The
error value can have a value between 255 and —255. A
quantizor 23 is used to decrease the number of possible
values for the error value. One type of quantizor uses
thresholding to map the values between thresholds into a
single value. For example, if the thresholds are established
as 0, 9 and —9, any value more negative than —9 will have
an assigned value of —12, any value between 0 and —9 will
have an assigned value of —3, any value of 0 through +9
would have an assigned value of +3 and any value greater

than +9 will have an assigned value of +12. The assigned
value determined by the quantizor 23 for the error value for

a pixel is added by adder 28 to the predicted value for that
pixel generated by prediction value generator 26 to form a
decompressed value for that pixel. The decompressed value
is then stored in the Y decompressed data storage 25 to be

used by the prediction value generator 26 in generating

predicted values for other pixels in the array. The assigned
values of the quantizor 23 are then encoded into a twobit

code by encoder 24. For example, the value of +12 would be

encoded as 00, the value of +3 would be encoded as 01, the

value of ~3 would be encoded as 10 and the value of —12

would be encoded as 11. The two bit encoded quantized

error value for the compressed pixel would then be stored in

the encoded quantized error value storage 27 for transmis-

sion or recording on a storage medium. HachYpixel is now
represented by a 2 bit encoded quantized error value.

Referring to FIG. 4, a Y data decompressor 18 receives
and stores in encoded quantized error value storage 29 the

two bit encoded quantized error value for each Ypixel in the
array. Decoder 30 converts each two bit encoded quantized
error value into the assigned error value for that pixel which
was assigned initially by the quantizor 23 in the Y data

compressor 16. Continuing with the example, the selected

error value generated by the statistical decoder 30 will either
be +12, +3, -3 or —12. Prediction value generator 32

generates a predicted value for the pixel whose assigned
error value is presently being presented by statistical
decoder 30. The predicted value is derived from decom-
pressed values stored in Y decompressed data storage 33 of
other pixels previously decompressed. Adder 31 adds
together the assigned error value for the pixel and the
predicted value for the pixel to form a decompressed value

for the pixel. The decompressed value is then stored in the
Y decompressed data storage 33 for use by predicted value

generator 26 in generating predicted values for other pixels
in the array.

In the DPCM System, it is important that the predicted
value generated by predicted value generator 26 in com-
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pressor 16 for a given pixel is the sameas the predicted value
generated by predicted value generator 32 in decompressor
18.

TheYpixel array can be considered as an array comprised
ofrows and columns.It is a commonpractice to generate the

decompressed values for the Y pixels one at a timestarting
at the upper left hand corner of the array and proceeding
across each row from left to right and the rows from top to
bottom. This procedure is used because the DPCM system
employs predictors which use previously generated decom-

pressed values of pixels in the generation of the predicted
value by the prediction value generator. One of the com-

monly used 3rd-order, 2-D predictors is X=0.75(A+C}-0.5B
where X is the predicted value to be generated and A, B and

C are decompressed values previously generated for pixels

in the array. FIG. 5 illustrates the location in the array of
pixels A, B and C relative to pixel X. In order to-calculate
the top row andthe left most column in the array, mid scale

grey constants are used for the decompressed values when

no other data is available.

Tn the DPCM system, the time necessary to decompress

the Y pixel array is determined by the time needed to
decompressa singleYpixel in the array. Only one pixel may

be decompressedat a time whenever a 2nd or 3rd order, 2-D
predictor is being used since the predictors use the decom-

pressed values of other pixels previously decompressed by
the system. The accuracy of the predictor determines the

quality of the reconstructed image.

SUMMARYOFTHE INVENTION

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to

provide a method and an apparatus for simultaneously

generating decompressed values for a plurality of pixels to

decrease the time required to decompress the entire Y pixel
array in a DPCM System.

The invention can be implemented by a computer prop-
erly programmed to perform the functions of the compressor
or decompressor or by a hardware compressor and/or hard-

ware decompressor.

Briefly, a digital image differential pulse code modulation
decompressor is provided for simultaneously generating,

during a cycle of operation, a decompressed pixel value for
a plurality of selected pixels in the array. The decompressor

includes a storage for storing an encoded quantized error

value for each selected pixel where the selected pixels are

located on a diagonal in the array and a processing unit

which sirnultaneously generates a decompressed value for

each of the selected pixels. The decompressed value for a
selected pixel is derived from the stored encoded. quantized
error value and the predicted value, generated by a predic-

tion value generator in accordance with a predictor whichis
at least a 2nd-order, 2-D predictor for that selected pixel.

A digital image differential pulse code modulation com-

pressor is provided for simultaneously compressing, during
a single cycle of operation of the compressor, a plurality of

selected pixels from the pixel array wherethe selected pixels

are located on a diagonal of the pixel array. During a cycle
of operation, the compressor generates a plurality of decom-

pressed pixel values and a plurality of encoded quantized

error values for the selected pixels. A storage stores a pixel

value for each selected pixel of a plurality of pixels located
on a diagonal of the array to be processed during a cycle of

operation. A processing unit simultaneously generates a

decompressed value for each selected pixel as a function of

the pixel value stored in the storage for the selected pixel and

a predicted value generated by a prediction value generator
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4
where the predictor used by the prediction value generatoris
at least a second order, two dimensional predictor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be described with respect to particular
embodiments thereof and reference will be made to the
drawings, in which:

FIG.1 is a diagram illustrating a color compressed image

transmission system;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the use of three separate

compressors and decompressor for the YUV pixels respec-

tively;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a Y data compressor in a

DPCM system;

FIG. 4 is a biock diagram of a Y data decompressorin a
DPCM system;

FIG. 5 is a drawing illustrating the relative position of

pixel X to pixels A, B and C;

FIG.6 is a drawing illustrating a 12 by 12 pixel array and

the order in which the predicted value for each of the pixels
is generated;

FIG.7 is a block diagram of the Y data compressorof the
invention;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of the Y data decompressor of

the invention;

FIG.9 is a diagram illustrating how a 32 bit register in a
single microprocessor may be used to simultaneously pro-

cess three pixels on a diagonal in the array; and

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating how a 32 bit register in

a single microprocessor may be used to simultaneously

process four pixels on a diagonal in the array.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The invention will be described in a DPCM system using

the 3rd-order, 2-D predictor of X=0.75(A+C)-0.5B+E for
processing four pixels at a time. A cycle of operations is

defined as the steps necessary to perform all of the functions

necessary to simultaneously generate the decompressed val-
ues for four pixels.

FIG.6 illustrates an array ofYpixels where the array has
the dimensions of 12 rows by 12 columns, thereby contain-

ing 144 pixels. The location of a pixel in the array is
designated as P(x,y) where x is the column numberandy is

the row number. The number in each location designates the

cycle of operation during which the decompressed value for

that location will be processed. For example, during cycle 3

pixels P(3,1), P(2,2) and P(1,3) will be processed, during

cycle 22 pixels P(7,5), P(6,6), P(5,7) and P(4,8) will be

processed and during cycle 44 pixels P(12,11) and P(11,12)
will be processed.

Ascan be seen from FIG.6 during the first pass across the
array, the predicted values for the first four rows will be
calculated in 15 cycles of operation. During the second pass

across the array the predicted values for rows 5, 6, 7 and 8
will be calculated in 15 cycles of operation and the predicted
values ofrow 4 will be available for the prediction of values

in row 5.Finally, during the third pass across the array the
predicted values for rows 9, 10, 11 and 12 will be calculated

in 15 cycles of operation and the predicted values. of row 8
will be available for the prediction of values in row 9. Once

again, where any value is not available for making a

calculation aphantom value of a mid grey scale constant will
be used. By following this procedure 144 pixels are pro-

cessed in 45 cycles of operation, or approximately three
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times faster than the prior art. In the commonly used pixel
array of320 by 240 pixels, the 76,800pixels in the array will
be processed in 19,380 cycles, or approximately four times
faster than the prior art. Also it should be noted that by using
the diagonal, all of the prior decompressed pixel values
needed for the calculation of the predicted value ofa pixel
on the diagonal have already been calculated and are avail-
able for use. The length of the diagonal that is used is a
function of the processing power of the processing unit
calculating the decompressed values for the pixels.
The number of cycles neededto process an entire array of

x columnsand y rowsis equal to (x+n—1) multiplied by (y/n)
where n is the selected numberofpixels on the diagonal of
said array to be processed during each cycle of operation of
said decompressor.

Referring to FIG. 8, the Y data decompressor of the
invention is shown for processing four pixels simulta-
neously. A decoder 74 receives the encoded quantized error
value for each pixel in the order that the pixels are to be
processed during cycles of operation of the decompressor.
The pixels are ordered from the top to bottom row on the
diagonal of each cycle of operation,as illustrated in FIG.6,
where each location is numbered to indicate the cycle of
operation that the pixel location will be processed. The
encoded quantized error values are stored in FIFO 77. In the
first pass across the array of FIG. 6, rows1, 2, 3 and 4 will
be processed during cycles of operation 1 through 15 where
the pixels for each cycle of operation are shown enclosed by
{}. Thus, in this first pass the pixels, including phantom
pixels F, will be provided in the order of {P(1,1), F(-1,-2),

F(-2,-3), F-3,-4)}, {P(2,1), P(1,2), F(-1,-3), F(-2,-4)}, {P,
1), P(2,2), P(1,3), F(-1,-4) }, {P(4,1), P(3,2), P(2,3), P(1,4)},
{5}, {6}, {7}, 18}, {9}, {10}, {11}, {P12,1), P(11,2),
P(10,3), P(9,4) }, {F3,1), P(12,2), P(11,3), P(10,4)},
{F4,1), F(13,2), P(12,3), P(11,4)}, {F(15,1), F(14,2),
F(15,3), P(12,4)}. Cycles 1, 2, 3, 13, 14 and 15 have less

than four pixels existing in the array and, therefore, phantom
values F are inserted into the sequence such that four pixels

(comprised of actual or phantom pixels) will be processed
during each cycle of operation.

The four two bit encoded quantized error values for a
given cycle of operation are buffered in registers 78, 79, 80
and 81. Register 81 stores the first encoded quantized error

value for each cycle of operation, for example in cycle
{4}register 81 stores the encoded quantized error value for

location P(4,1). Decoder 85 decodes the two bit encoded

quantized error value in register $1 into one of four selected
error values, for example, to either —12 , —3, 3 or 12.

Register 80 stores the second encoded quantized error value

for each cycle of operation, for example register 81 in cycle
{4} will store the encoded quantized error value for location
P(3,2). Decoder 84 decodes the two bit encoded quantized

error value in register 80 into one of four selected error
values, for example to either —12, -3, 3 or 12 . Register 79
stores the third encoded quantized error value for each cycle

of operation, for example register 19 in cycle {4} will store
the encoded quantized error value for location P(2,3).

Decoder 83 decodes the two bit encoded quantized error
value in register 79 into one of four selected error values, for

example to either —-12, -3, 3 or 12 . Register 78 stores the

fourth encoded quantized error value for each cycle of
operation, for example register 78 in cycle {4} will store the

encoded quantized error value for location P(1,4). Decoder
82 decodes the two bit encoded quantized error value in

register 78 into one of four selected error values, for
example to either —12, —3, 3 or 12.

The processing unit 75 receives the four selected error
values from decoders 85, 84, 83 and 82. Processing unit 75
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6
is shown to have four separate central processing units CPUs

86, 87, 88 and 89. It should be realized that the four separate

processing units can be replaced by any processing unit
capable of processing simultaneously data to form the
decompressed value for each of the four pixels being pro-

cessed. Such a processing unit could be a computer system
capable of processing multi-tasks at the same time where
each task is the computation of the decompressed value for
a given pixel. Another processing unit could be a single

microprocessor that has sufficient word length that allows
the formatting and processing of words where each word
contains the data for the plurality of pixels being processed.

In CPU 86, input E is connected to the output of decoder
85 to receive the selected error value generated by decoder

85, input C is connected to stage $2 of FIFO 99 to receive
the decompressed value of the pixel C as shown in FIG.5,
input B is connected to stage S1 of FIFO 90to receive the
decompressedvalue ofpixel B as shown in FIG.5, and input

A is connected to stage $2 of FIFO 91 to receive the
decompressed value of pixel A as shown in FIG. 5. CPU 86
performs the computation 0.75(A+C)—-0.5B+E to generate
the decompressed value Y at output Y for pixel X.

In CPU 87, input E is connectedto the output of decoder
84 to receive the selected error value generated by decoder
84, input C is connected to stage S2 of FIFO 91 to receive

the decompressed value of pixel C as shownin FIG.5,input
B is connected to stage S1 of FIFO 91 to receive the
decompressed value of pixel B as shownin FIG.5 and input
A is connected to stage $2 of FIFO 105 to receive the
decompressed value of pixel A as shown in FIG. 5. CPU 87
performs the computation 0.75(A+C)—0.5B+E to generate
the decompressed value Y at output Y for pixel X.

In CPU88,input E is connectedto the output of decoder
83 to receive the selected error value generated by decoder
83, input C is connectedto stage $2 of FIFO 105 to receive
the decompressed value of pixel C as shown in FIG.5,input
B is connected to stage S1 of FIFO 105 to receive the

decompressed value of pixel B as shown in FIG. 5 and input
A is connected to stage S2 of FIFO 92 to receive the
decompressed value of pixel A as shownin FIG. 5. CPU 88
performs the computation 0.95(A+C)-0.5B+E to generate
the decompressed value Y at output Y for pixel X.

In CPU 89,input E is connected to the output of decoder
82 to receive the selected error value generated by decoder
82, input C is connected to stage $2 of FIFO 92 to receive
the decompressed value of pixel C as shownin FIG.5,input

B is connected to stage S1 of FIFO 92 to receive the
decompressed value of pixel B as shown in FIG. 5 and input
A is connected to stage Sn of FIFO 90 to receive the

decompressed value of pixel A as shownin FIG. 5. CPU 85
performs the computation 0.75(A+C)-0.5B+E to generate
the decompressed value Y at output Y for pixel X.

Storage unit 76 is comprised of four FIFOs, 90, 91, 105

and 92, and are used to temporarily store the previous

decompressed values needed by the processing unit 75 to
compute four new decompressed values. FIFO 90 has n

stages where n is one higher then the numberoflocationsin

a tow ofan array of pixels, for example for the array shown
in FIG. 6 n would equal 13. FIFO 90 initially stores a
constant in each stage to provide the B and C phantom
decompressed values during the computation of decom-

pressed values for the pixels in row 1 of the array. During

each cycle of operation either the decompressed value

generated by CPU 89 or a constant stored in register 101 of
controller 76 will be stored in stage Sn of FIFO 90. Con-

troller 76 will cause the constant stored in register 101 to
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pass through transmission gate 94 andto be stored in stage
Sn of FIFO 90 during the first three cycles of operation for
each pass across the array, that is when counter 104 has the
count of 1, 2 and 3. Thereafter controller 76 will cause the
decompressed value generated by CPU 89 to pass through

transmission gate 93 and to be stored in stage Sn of FIFO 90

during each of the remaining cycles of operation for each

pass across the array. Counter 104 is a cyclic counter,
counting from 1 to (m+3), where m is equal to the number
of pixels in a row of the array. At the end of each pass across
the array, FIFO 90 will have a constant stored in stage S1
and will have ali of the decompressed values for the pixels
in the last row of the previous pass across the array stored
in stages S2 through Sn. For the array shown in FIG.6, after
the first pass across the array, FIFO 90 would have stored in

stages S2 through Sn the decompressed valuesfor the pixels
in the fourth row, that is decompressed values Y(1,4) * *

¥(12,4) respectively. After the second pass across the array,

FIFO 90 would have stored in stages S2 through Sn the
decompressed valuesfor the pixels in the eighth row,that is

decompressed values ¥(1,8) * * Y(12,8) respectively. After

the third pass across the array, FIFO 90 would have stored
in stages $2 through Sn the decompressed values for the

pixels in the twelfth row, that is decompressed values
(1,12) * * ¥(12,12), respectively. After completion of the

last cycle of the pass for the array, FIFO 90 is reset such that

all the stages will contain the constant K in preparation for

the next array of pixels to be processed. Counter 104

provides a raised signal when C=m+3 which indicates the

completion of the last cycle of operation for a pass across the

array. Counter 103 counts the number of passes and will

generate a raised signal when C=p which indicates the

completion of a cycle of operation. AND 102 provides a
raised output when both the outputs of counters 103 and 104

are raised. FIFO 90 will be reset in response to the raised

output from AND 162.

FIFO 91 has stages S1 and S2 which initially store a
constant. During each cycle of operation either the decom-

pressed value Y generated by CPU 86 or a constant stored
in register 101 of controller 76 will be stored in stage S2 of
FIFO 91. Controller 76 will cause the constant stored in
register 101 to pass through transmission gate 100 and to be

stored in stage $2 of FIFO 91 duringthelast three cycles of
operation for each pass acrossthearray, that is when counter

104 has the count of (m+1), (m+2) and (m+3). Controller 76

will cause the decompressed value Y generated by CPU 86
to pass through transmission gate 99 and to be stored in stage

82 of FIFO 91 during the cycles of operation from 1 to m.
During each cycle of operation, Stage S2 provides decom-

pressed value A to CPU 86 and decompressed C value to

CPU 87 and stage S1 provides decompressed value B to
CPU 87. FIFO 91 will have a constant stored in stages $1
and $2 upon the completion of each pass across the array.

FIFO 105 has stages S1 and S2 which initially store a

constant. During each cycle of operation either the decom-

pressed value Y generated by CPU 87 or a constant stored
in register 101 of controller 76 will be stored in stage S2 of

FIFO 105. Controller 76 will cause the constant stored in
register 101 to pass through transmission gate 98 and to be

stored in stage S2 of FIFO 105 during cycles of operation 1,
(m-+2) and (m+3) for each pass across the array. Controller

76 will cause the decompressed value Y generated by CPU

87to pass through transmission gate 97 and to be stored in
stage $2 of FIFO 105 during the cycles of operation from 2

to (m+1). During each cycle of operation, Stage S2 provides
decompressed value A to CPU 87 and decompressed value
C to CPU 88and stage $1 provides decompressed value B
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8
to CPU 88. FIFO 105 will have a constant stored in stages
S1 and S2 upon the completion of each pass across the array.

FIFO 92 has stages S1 and $2 which are initially store a
constant. During each cycle of operation either the decom-
pressed value Y generated by CPU 89 or a constant stored

in register 101 of controller 76 will be stored in stage S2 of

FIFO 92. Controller 76 will cause the constant stored in
register 101 to pass through transmission gate 96 and to be
stored in stage S2 of FIFO 92 during cycles of operation 1,
2. and (m3)for each pass across the array. Controller 76 will

cause the decompressed value Y generated by CPU 89 to
pass through transmission gate 95 and to be stored in stage
S2 of FIFO 92 during the cycles of operation from 3 to
(m+2). During each cycle of operation, Stage S2 provides

decompressed value A to CPU 88 and decompressed value
C to CPU 89 and stage S1 provides decompressed value B
to CPU 89. FIFO 92 will have the decompressed value
Y(12,3) stored in stage S1 and the constant stored in stages

$2 upon the completion of each pass across the array. This

however does not present a problem since the decompressed

value Y generated by CPU 89 is discarded.

The decompressor of FIG. 8 provides for storage in the Y
decompressed data storage of the prior art the decompressed.

values for the pixels in the first row at the output of gate 99,
the decompressed valuesfor the pixel in the second row at
the output of gate 97, the decompressed values for the pixels

in the third row being at the output of gate 96 and the

decompressed values for the pixels in the fourth row at the

output of gate 93. The logic associated with the Y decom-

pressed data storage realign the received decompressed

values for the four rows so as to place each decompressed
value in the decompressed values proper location in the

array of decompressed values stored in the storage.

Aprogrammed processor in conjunction with a memory
unit can perform the functions of decoder 74, controller 76
and processing unit 75.

The processing unit 75 may be a single programmed
microprocessor of the type disclosed in the heretofore cross

referenced patent applications. FIG.9 illustrates one such 32
bit microprocessor 110 having a 32 bit register 111. If the
decompressed value for a pixelis to be expressed as an eight

bit value, then three pixels can be processed by the 32 bit
microprocessor 110 without incurring any computation

error. The 32 bit word is divided into three segments where
each segment includes the data for one ofthe three pixels

and a guard space such that the results of any computation

in any segment does not introduce an error into the results
of any computation performed in any other segment. The 32

bit word would include three values of A, B, C or E for the

three pixels being processed and would have the formatof:

CODDDDDDDDO OODDDDDDPDD0 OODPDDDDD

The decompressed value Y=0.75(A+C)—0.S5B+E may be
calculated for three pixels in the following fashion:

1) Perform the function A+C with the results G appearing
in the 32 bit register as:

OGGGGGGGGG0 0GGGGGGGGG0 0GGGGGGGGG.

Note the results could have a nine bit value.
2) perform the function 2*G, 2(A+C), by shifting the

contains of the 32 bit register 111 onebit to the left with the
results H appearing in the 32 bit register as:

HHHHHHHHHOO HHHHHHHHHOO HHHHHHHHHO.

Note the results could have a ten bit value.
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3) perform the function G+2*G, 3(A+C) with the results
I appearing in the 32 bit register 111 as:

TOTOTOTa.

Note that the results could have a ten bit value.
4) perform the function I/2, 1.5(A+C), by shifting the

contains of the 32 bit register 111 one bit to the left with the
results J appearing in the 32 bit shift register 111 as:

OTITIS OFTITITITIT OTTIIIIINT.

Note that results now have nine integer bit and one fraction
bit and the last group lost the fraction bit in this operation.

5) perform the function of J~B, 1.5(A+C)-B with the

results appearing in the 32 bit shift register 111 as:

OKKKKKKKKKK OKKKKKKKKKK OKKKKKKKKK.

Note that in performing this computation the constant

00000000001 0000000001 0000000000

must be added to the results of the subtraction to obtain a

correct value for the first and second groups ofbits.

6) perform the function K/2, 0.75(A+C)-0.5b,byshifting

the contains of the 32 bit register 111 onebit to the right with
the results L appearing in the 32 bit shift register 111 as:

OOLLLLLLLLL L'OLLLLLLLLL L'OLLLLLLLL.

Note that the results will have eight integer bits and two
fraction bits with the low order fraction bit L' for two groups

now residing as the high orderbit in the neighboring group
and low order fractional bit L' for the last group has been
discarded.

7) perform the function L+E, 0.75(A+C)-0.5B+E, with

the results Y appearing in the 32 bit register 111 as:

OYYYYYYYYYYY YYYYYYYYYYYY"YYYYYYYYY.

Note that could result in nine integer bits and two fractional

bits howeverthe practical limitation is that the results will be
no larger than eight integer bits and the fractional bits will
be discarded.

8) mask off the unusedbits to provide three decompressed
pixel values in the resulting word represented as:

OOYYYYYYYYO OOYYYYYYYYO OOYYYYYYYY.

Therefore, a single 32 bit microprocessor is capable of

simultaneously computing three decompressed pixel values.
FIG.10 illustrates the 32 bit register 111 divided in to four

eight bit segments. If an eight bit value is used to express a

pixel then there is no room for a guard band between the
pixel value and erroneous results would occur if the same
computation, as described above for three pixels, is
attempted.

If the pixels were expressed as a seven bit value in the
entire system then a one bit guard band is available and the
data word would have the formatof:

ODDDDDDD ODDDDDDD ODDDDDDD ODDDDDDD

The decompressed value Y=0.75(A+C)-0.5B+E may be
calculated for four pixels in the following fashion: ;

1) Perform the function 2*A with the results G appearing
in the 32 bit register as:

GGGGGGG0 GGGGGGG0 GGGGGGG0 GGGGGGGO.

Note the results could have an eight bit value with the low

order bit in each group having a value of 0.

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

55

65

10
2) perform the function G+A, 3A, with the results H

appearing in the 32 bit register 111 as:

HHHHHHHH HHHHHWHH HHHHHHHHHH.

Note that the results has a maximum value of an eight bit
value.

3) perform the function H/2, 1.5A, with the results I
appearing in the 32 bit register 111 as:

ORTTHM TMMTH

Note that the results will have seven integer bits and one
fractional bit T where the fractional bit I for three groups

reside as the high order bit in a neighboring group and the
last group has discarded the fractional bit I.

4) Maskoff the fractional bits and store results I as:

OTTomitomonnm

5) Perform the function 2*B with the results J appearing
in the 32 bit register as:

JIISITIT TINTIT IIIIIT INIT.

Note the results could have an eight bit value.

6) Perform the function J+B, 3B, with the results appear-
ing in the 32 bit register 111 as:

KKKKKKKK KKKKKKKK KKKKKKKK KKKKKKKK.

Notethat the results can have a maximum valueof aneight
bit value.

7) Perform the function K/2, 1.5B, with the results L
appearing in the 32 bit register 111 as:

OLLLLLLL L' LLLLLLL L' LLLLLLL L' LLLLLLL

Note that the results will have seven integer bits and one

fractional bit L' where the fractional bit L' for three groups
reside as the high order bit in a neighboring group and the
last group has discarded the fractional bit L' .

8) Mask off the fractional bits L' and store results L as:

OLLLLLLL OLLLLLLL OLLLLLLL OLLLLLLL

9) Perform the function L-L, 1.5(A+C) with the result M
appearing in the 32 bit register 111 as:

MMMMMMMM MMMMMMMM MMMMMMMM.
MMMMMMMM

Note that the results could have an eight bit value.

10) Perform the function M-B, 1.5(A+C)—B, with the

results N appearing in the 32 bit register 111 as:

NNNNNNNN NNNNNNNN NNNNNNNN NNNNNNNN

11) Perform the function N/2, 0.75(A+C)—0.5B, with the
results P appearing in the 32 bit register 111 as:

OPPPPPPP P‘PPPPPPP P'PPPPPPP P’PPPPPPP.

Note that the results will have seven integer ‘bits and one
fractional bit P' where the fractional bit P' for three groups
reside as the high order bit in a neighboring group and the
last group has discarded thefractional bit P.

12) Maskoff the fractional bits P' and store results P as:

OPPPPPPP OPPPPPPP OPPPPPPP OPPPPPPP.

13) Perform the function P+E, 0.75(A+C)-0.5B+E,with
the results Y appearing in the 32 bit register 111 as:
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YYYYYYYY YYYYYVYYY YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

Note that the results could be an eight integer bits however

the practical limitation is that the results will be no larger
than seven integerbits.

14) Mask off the unused bits to provide four pixel

predication value in the resulting word representedas:

OYYYYYYY OYYYYYYY OYYYYYYY OYYYYYYY.

Therefore, a single 32 bit microprocessor is capable of
simultaneously computing four decompressed pixel values
where the input data was limited to seven bits.

The sequence of steps shownfor calculating the three and

four decompressed values are not the only sequence of steps

that would perform the desired computation and are used
herein to exemplify the ability of employing a 32 bit

microprocessorfor performing the multiple computations of
the decompressor of FIG. 8. Further, it can now be appre-
ciated that a 32 bit microprocessor in conjunction with a
storage unit can be programmed to be the multi pixel
decompressorofthe invention. In the four pixel discussion,

some of the masking steps and the use of the constant in the
subtraction step maybe omitted but in doing so errors will be

introduced into the computations. The magnitude of the
introduced errors could be small and the ultimate effect of
the error on the reconstructed image maystill provide an
acceptable image to the user.

Theprior art compressors may be used to generate the two

bit encoded quantized error value as long as the predicted
value generator provides the same predicted value for each

pixel as does the predicted value generator of the decom-

pressor. Since the time needed to compress the data is not
usually critical, the processing of one pixel at a time is an
acceptable procedure.

Where there is a need for processing multiple pixels at the
same time in the compressor, then the method and apparatus

of the invention for the decompressor may be incorporated
into the compressor. FIG. 7 is a block diagram of the part of

the compressor that would include the apparatus for pro-
cessing four pixels on the diagonal of an array at the same
time.

Storage unit 41 has FIFO 44 which receives four pixel

values X on the diagonal that are to be processed during the

next cycle of operation. The logic within the Y data storage
of FIG. 3 has the responsibility of providing the data in the

proper sequence to FIFO 44. Again,if any of the pixels on

the diagonal is a phantom pixel, that is not within the array,

a constantvalue is provided for that phantom pixel to FIFO
44. At the beginning of a cycle of operation the four pixel

values are transferred into registers 45, 46, 47, and 48. For

each cycle of operation, register 48 stores the first pixel
value located at P(x,y), register 47 stores the second pixel

value located at P(x—1,y+1), register 46 stores the third pixel
value located at P(x-2,y+2) and register 45 stores the fourth

pixel value located at P(x-3,y+3) where the location of the

pixels with respect to each other is shown in FIG. 6.

Theprocessing unit 40 receives the four pixel values from

registers 45, 46, 49 and 48. Processing unit 40 is shown to

have four separate central processing units CPUs 53, 54, 55
and 56.

In CPU 53, the input X is connected to the output of
register 48 to receive the first pixel value stored in register
48, input C is connected to stage S2 of FIFO 49to receive
the decompressed value C of pixel C as shown in FIG. 5,
input B is connected to stage S1 of FIFO 49 to receive the
decompressed value B of pixel B as shown in FIG. 5 and

input A is connected to stage $2 of FIFO 50to receive the
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decompressed value A of pixel A as shown in FIG. 5. CPU
53 performs the computation of 0.75(A+C)—0.5B to gener-
ate a predicted value W for the pixel being processed,

performs the computation X-W to calculate the error V
between the pixel value X and the predicted value W,

quantizes the error value V to a quantized value U, performs
the computation of adding the predicted value W and the

quantized value U to generate the decompressed value Y at
output Y, which will be the same as the decompressed value

Y generated by the decompressor, and finally will encode the

quantized value U into a two bit encoded quantized error
value E at output E.

In CPU 54, the input X is connected to the output of
register 47 to receive the second pixel value stored in
register 47, input C is connected to stage S2 of FIFO 50 to
receive the decompressed value C of pixel C as shown in

FIG. 5, input B is connected to stage S1 of FIFO 50 to

receive the decompressed value B of pixel B as shown in

FIG. 5 and input A is connected to stage S2 of FIFO 51 to
receive the decompressed value A of pixel A as shown in
FIG. 5. CPU 54 performs the same computation as CPU 53.

In CPU 55, the input X is connected to the output of
register 46 to receive the third pixel value stored in register
46, the input C is connected to stage S2 of FIFO 51 to

receive the decompressed value C of pixel C as shown in
FIG. 5, input B is connected to stage S1 of FIFO 51 to
receive the decompressed value B of pixel B as shown in
FIG. 5 and input A is connected to stage $2 of FIFO 52 to
receive the decompressed value A of pixel A as shown in
FIG. 5. CPU 55 performs the same computations as CPU 53.

In CPU 56, the input P is connected to the output of
register 45 to receive the fourth pixel value stored in register
45, input C is connected to stage $2 of FIFO 52 to receive

the decompressed value C of pixel C as shown in FIG.5,
input B is connected to stage $1 of FIFO 52 to receive the

decompressed value B of pixel B as shown in FIG. 5 and

input A is connected to stage Sn of FIFO 49 to receive the
decompressed value A of pixel A as shown in FIG. 5. CPU
56 performs the same computations as CPU 53.

Storage unit 41 is comprised of four FIFOs 49, 50, 51 and

52 and is used to temporarily store the previous decom-

pressed values needed by the processing unit 40. FIFO 49

has n stages where n is one higher then the number of

locations in a row of an array ofpixels, for example for the

array shown in FIG. 6 n would equal 13. FIFO 49initially

stores a constant in each stage to provide the B and C
phantom decompressed values during the computation of

decompressed values for the pixels in row 1 of thearray.
During each cycle of operation either the decompressed

value Y generated by CPU 56 or a constant stored in register
69 of controller 42 will be stored in stage Sn of FIFO 49.
Controller 42 will cause the constant stored in register 69 to

pass through transmission gate 59 and to be stored in stage

Sn of FIFO 49 during the first three cycles of operation for

each pass acrossthe array, that is when counter 73 has the

count of 1, 2 and 3. Thereafter controller 42 will cause the

decompressed value Y generated by CPU 56 to pass through

transmission gate 58 and to be stored in stage Sn of FIFO 49

and the encoded quantized error value E to pass through
transmission gate 57 for storage in quantized error data
storage of the compressor during each of the remaining

cycles of operation for each passacrossthe array. Counter 73
is a cyclic counter, counting from 1 to (m+3), where m is

equal to the number of pixels in a row of the array. At the

end of each pass across the array, FIFO 49 will have a
constant store in stage S1 and will have all the decompressed

values for the pixels in the last row of the previous pass
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across the array stored in stages $2 through Sn. For the array
shownin FIG.6, after the first pass across the array, FIFO

49 would have stored in stages S2 through Sn the decom-
pressed values for the pixels in the fourth row, that is
decompressed values Y(1,4) * * Y(12,4), respectively. After

the second pass across the array, FIFO 49 would have stored
in stages §2 through Sn the decompressed values for the
pixels in the eighth row,that is decompressed values ¥(1,8)
* * Y(12,8) respectively. After the third pass acrossthearray,

FIFO 49 would have stored in stages S2 through Sn the
decompressed values for the pixels in the twelfth row, that
is decompressed values Y(1,12) * * Y(12,12), respectively.

After completion of the last cycle of the pass for the array,
FIFO 49 is reset such that all the stages will contain the
constant in preparation for the next array of pixels to be
processed, Counter 73 provides a raised signal indicative of
the completion of the last cycle of operation for a pass across

the array. Counter 72 will generate a raised signal when the
countin the counter 72 is equal to the numberofthelastpass

across the array. And 71 provides a raised output when both
the outputs of counters 71 and 73 are raised. FIFO 49 will

be reset in response to the raised output from AND 71.

FIFO 50 has stages S1 and S2 whichinitially store a
constant. During each cycle of operation either the decom-
pressed value Y generated by CPU 53 or a constant stored
in register 69 of controller 42 will be stored in stage S2 of

FIFO 50. Controller 42 will cause the constant stored in
register 69 to pass through transmission gate 68 and to be
stored in stage $2 of FIFO 50during the last three cycles of
operation for each pass across the array, that is when counter

73 has the count of (m+1), (m+2) and (m+3). Controller 42

will cause the decompressed value Y generated by CPU 53
to pass through transmission gate 67 and then stored in stage

S82 of FIFO 50 and the encoded quantized error value E to
pass through transmission gate 66 for storage in quantized

error data storage of the compressor during the cycles of

operation from 1 to m. Duringeach cycle of operation, Stage
S2 provides decompressed value A to CPU 53 and decom-
pressed value C to CPU 54 and stage S1 provides decom-
pressed value B to CPU 54. FIFO 50 will have a constant
store in stages S1 and S2 upon the completion of each pass
across the array.

FIFO 51 has stages $1 and S2 which initially store a
constant. During each cycle of operation either the decom-
pressed value Y generated by CPU 54 or a constant stored

in register 69 of controller 42 will be stored in stage S2 of
FIFO 51. Controller 42 will cause the constant stored in
register 69 to pass through transmission gate 65 and then
stored in stage S2 of FIFO 51 during cycles of operation 1,
(m+2) and (m+3) for each pass across the array. Controller

42 will cause the decompressed value Y generated by CPU
54 to pass through transmission gate 64 and then stored in

stage S2 of FIFO 51 and the encoded quantized error value
E to pass through transmission gate 63 for storage in

quantized error data storage of the compressor during the
cycles of operation from 2 to (m+1). During each cycle of

operation, Stage S2 provides decompressed value A to CPU
54 and decompressed value C to CPU 55 and stage S1
provides decompressed value B to CPU 55. FIFO 51 will
have a constantstore in stages S1 and S2 upon the comple-
tion of each pass across the array.
FIFO 52 has stages $1 and S2 whichinitially store a

constant. During each cycle of operation either the decom-
pressed value Y generated by CPU 55 or a constant stored

in register 69 of controller 42 will be stored in stage $2 of
FIFO 52. Controller 42 will cause the constant stored in
register 69 to pass through transmission gate 62 and then
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stored in stage S2 of FIFO 52 during cycles of operation 1,
2 and (m+3) for each pass acrossthe array. Controller 42 will
cause the decompressed value generated by CPU 55 to pass
through transmission gate 61 and thenstored in stage $2 of
FIFO 52 and the encoded quantized error value E to pass
through transmission gate 60 for storage in quantized error
data storage of the compressor during the cycles of operation
from 3 to (m+2). During each cycle of operation, Stage S2
provides decompressed value A to CPU 55 and decom-
pressed value C to CPU 56 and stage S1 provides decom-

pressed value B to CPU 56. FIFO 52 will have the decom-

pressed value Y(12,3) stored in stage S1 and the constant

stored in stages $2 uponthe completion of each pass across

the array. This however does not present a problem since the
decompressed value generated by CPU 56 is discarded.
A programmed processor in conjunction with a memory

unit can perform the functions of controller 42 and process-

ing unit 40. The actual processors that were discussed with

regards to the decompressorare also equally applicable for
use in the compressor.

It should be understood that implementation of the other
variations and modifications of the invention in its various
aspects will be apparentto those skilled in the art and that

the invention is not limited thereto by the specific embodi-
ment described. The presentinvention is therefore contem-

plated to cover any and all modifications, variations and
equivalents that fall within the true spirit and scope of the

underlying principles disclosed and claimed herein.
Whatis claimed is:
1. A digital image differential pulse code modulation

decompressor for simultaneously generating, during a cycle

of operation of said decompressor, a decompressed pixel
value for a plurality of selected pixels located on a diagonal
of an array of pixels where said array has x columns and y

rows and where said decompressed pixel values are used in
generating an image, said decompressor comprising:

a storage means for storing an error value for each

selected pixel to be processed during a cycle of opera-
tion of said decompressor;

a processing meansfor simultaneously generating, during
said cycle of operation of said decompressor, a decom-

pressed value for each said selected pixel where said

decompressed valuefor a selected pixel is derived from

said error value stored in said storage means for said
selected pixel and a predicted value generated by said
processing means for each selected pixel where said
predicted value is derived from a predictor, said pre-
dictor being at least a second order, two dimensional
predictor.

2. A digital image differential pulse code modulation
decompressor for simultaneously generating, during a cycle

of operation of said decompressor, a decompressed pixel
value for a plurality of selected pixels located on a diagonal
of an array of pixels where said array has x columns and y

rows and where said decompressed pixel values are used in
generating an image, said decompressor comprising:

a storage means for storing an error value for each
selected pixel to be processed during a cycle of opera-
tion of said decompressor;

a processing meansfor simultaneously generating, during
said cycle of operation of said decompressor, a decom-
pressed value for each said selected pixel where said
decompressed value for a selected pixel is derived from

said error value stored in said storage means for said

selected pixel and a predicted value generated by said
processing means for each selected pixel where said
predicted value is derived from a predictor, said pre-
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dictor being at least a second order, two dimensional
predictor; and

wherein the number of cycles of operation needed to

generate all predicted pixel values included in said
array is equal to (x+n—1) multiplied by (y/n) where n is

the selected number of pixels on the diagonal of said

array to be processed during each cycle of operation of

said decompressor.

3. The decompressor of claim 2 wherein said storage

means comprises:

means for receiving and storing encoded quantized error

values for said selected pixels;

means for decoding said encoded quantized error values
into said error values for said selected pixels.

4. The decompressor of claim 2 wherein said processing

means comprises:

first storage means for storing decompressed values of

pixels which were generated during previous cycles of
operations to a present cycle of operation of said

decompressor;

prediction meansfor simultaneously generating said pre-
dicted pixel value for each said selected pixel where

said predicted value is derived from decompressed

values stored in said first storage in accordance with
said selected predictor; and

control meansfor transferring said decompressed values

for said selected pixels generated during said present

cycle of operation to said first storage means for use

during a future cycle of operation of said decompressor.
5. The decompressor of claim 4 wherein said processing

means further comprises:

adding means for simultaneously adding said predicted

value for each of said selected pixels to said error value

for each of said selected pixel to form said decom-
pressed value for each said selected pixel during the

said cycle of operation.
6. The decompressor of claim 4 wherein said processing

meansis a single 32 bit microprocessor.

7. The decompressor of claim 6 wherein:

said number n of said selected pixels on the diagonal to be

processed during each cycle of operation is four; and

said 32 bit processor simultaneously generates a sevenbit

decompressed value for each of said four selected

pixels.

8. The decompressor of claim 6 wherein

said number n of said selected pixels on the diagonal to be

processed during each cycle of operation is three; and

said 32 bit processor simultaneously generates an eightbit
decompressed value for each of said three selected
pixels.

9. The decompressor of claim 4 wherein said predictoris
a third order, two dimensional predictor.

10. A digital image differential pulse code modulation
compressor for simultaneously generating, during a cycle of

operation of said compressor, a decompressed value and an
encoded quantized error value for each of a plurality of

selected pixels located on a diagonal of an array of pixels
where said encoded quantized error values will be used in
generating an image represented by said array ofpixels, said

array having x columns and y rows, said compressor com-
prising:

a storage means for storing an array value for each

selected pixel of said plurality of selected pixels to be

processed during a cycle of operation of said compres-

sor; and
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a processing means for concurrently processing, during

said cycle of operation of said compressor, each said
array value stored in said storage meansto generate for
each said selected pixel of said plurality of selected
pixels:
a decompressed value derived from said array value

and a predicted value generated by said processing
means for said selected pixel where said predicted
value is derived from a predictor, said predictor
being at least a second order, two dimensional pre-

dictor; and

an encoded quantized error value generated from the
difference between said array value and said pre-

_ dicted value for said selected pixel.
11. A digital image differential pulse code modulation

compressorfor simultaneously generating, during a cycle of
operation of said compressor, a decompressed value and an

encoded quantized error value for each of a plurality of

selected pixels located on a diagonal of an array of pixels

where said encoded quantized error values will be used in

generating an image represented by said array of pixels, said
array having x columns and y rows, said compressor com-

prising:

a storage means for storing an array value for each

selected pixel to be processed during a cycle of opera-
tion of said compressor; and

a processing meansfor simultaneously generating, during

said cycle of operation of said compressor,

a decompressed value for each said selected pixel
where said decompressed value for a selected pixel

is derived from said array value stored in said storage
meansfor said selected pixel and a predicted value

generated by said processing meansfor each selected
pixel where said predicted value is derived from a
predictor, said predictor being at least a second order,

two dimensional predictor;
an encoded quantized error value, for each said selected

pixel, generated from the difference between said

array value and said predicted value of each of said

selected pixels;

first storage meansfor storing decompressed values for

pixels which were generated during previous cycles

of operations to a present cycle of operation of said
decompressor;

prediction means for simultaneously generating said

predicted pixel value for each said selected pixel

where said predicted value is derived from decom-

pressed values stored in said first storage means in
accordance with said predictor; and

control meansfor transferring said decompressed val-

ues for said selected pixels generated during said

present cycle of operation to said first storage means

for use during a future cycle of operation of said

decompressor.

12. The compressor of claim 11 wherein said processing

means further comprises:

subtracting means for simultaneously subtracting said

predicted value for each of said selected pixels from

said array value for each of said selected pixel to form

an error value for each said selected pixels during the
said cycle of operation;

quantizing means for simultaneously for converting said
error value for each of said selected pixels into a

selected error value for each of said selected pixels
during said cycle of operation where the number of

possible selected error values are less than the number

of possible error values; and
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adding meansfor adding said selected error value for each

said selected pixel to said prediction value for said
selected pixel to form said decompressed value for each
of said selected pixel.

13. The compressor of claim 12 wherein said processing 5
means further comprises:

encoding means for simultaneously encoding said
selected error value for each of said pixels into an

encoded quantized error value for each of said selected
pixels where the number of binary bits necessary to

represent said encoded quantized error value is less

than the number of binary bits necessary to represent
said selected error value.

14. The compressor of claim 11 wherein said predictoris
a third order, two dimensional predictor.

15. A digital image differential pulse code modulation
decompression method for simultaneously generating, dur-

ing a cycle of operation of said decompression method, a
decompressed value for a plurality of selected pixels located
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on a diagonal of an array of pixels where said decompressed

values for the pixels in said array are used in recreating a
visual image, said method comprising the steps of:

storing an error value for each selected pixel to be

processed during a cycle of operation;

simultaneously generating, during said cycle of operation,
a predicted value for each selected pixel where said
predicted value is derived from a predictor, said pre-

dictor being at least a second order, two dimensional
predictor; and

simultaneously generating, during said cycle of operation
of said decompressor, a decompressed value for each

said selected pixel where said decompressed value for
a selected pixel is derived from said error value for said
selected pixel and said predicted valuefor said selected
pixel.
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